THE LAYMAN’S INFORMATION SERVICE 


Condensed, Non-Denominational, Non-Partisan 





A report on inside trends, forecasts of significant developments, 
and other matters pertinent to Christian thinking on economics, 
labor, social strife, and international affairs. 


Reentered as second class matter March 28, 1946 at the post office at 


Demarest, N. 


J., under the Act of March 3, 


1899. 


Published twice monthly except June, July and August, 


when it is published monthly. 


$1.00 @ year. 





CHARLES A. WELLS, 
Editor and Publisher 


Publication Office: Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey 
Editorial Office: 152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


VoL. VI, No. 19 
NOVEMBER 17, 1947 





Enlightened Management 
A very hopeful trend is found 
in the vigorous activities of the 
American Management Associa- 
tion. This is an organization of 
leading industrialists who are 
largely dissatisfied with the 
National Manufacturers Associa- 
tion policies and who do not share 
the stubborn selfish viewpoint of 
many other industrial leaders who 
interpret capitalism as free enter- 
prise at the top and low wages 
and a low standard of living at 
the bottom. The influence of the 
American Management Associa- 
tion is being increasingly felt and 
has had a large part in the grow- 
ing realization among industrial- 
ists that the next great advance 
in industry must be in the field 
of human relations. 
Challenge 

Charles Luckman is being called 
a “red” by some of the big’ busi- 
ness leaders in America. Mr. L. 
is head of the biggest soap cor- 
poration in the world and thus is 
“big business” himself, but he is 
also outspoken and has charged 
“American business” with earning 
the reputation of being “identified 
in the public mind as opposed to 
everything that spells greater 
security, well-being, or peace of 
mind for the little guy.” 

In his role as a member of Big 
Business, he commented, “We de- 
clared war on collective bargain- 
ing. We actually opposed _in- 
creased taxes for education. We 
fought health and safety ordi- 
nances. The record proves that 
we battled child legislation. We 
yipped and yowled against mini- 
mum wages. We _ struggled 
against unemployment insurance. 
We decried Social Security and 
currently we are kicking the hell 
out of legislative proposals to pro- 
vide universal sickness and acci- 
dent insurance. 

“We did all these things with- 
out making one single constructive 
suggestion which would assure 
the American people of our de- 
sires to achieve the same results 
for them on a basis which would 
be more businesslike and less 
political.” 

As for labor, he charged it with 
failing to practice what it preaches, 

(continued on next page) 
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HE WAY. When the press announced that the famous Nobel 
peace prize for 1947 was being awarded to the Quakers for 
their world-wide humanitarian work, the dispatch said ‘“The 
Quakers have for 300 years refused to co-operate with or even 
acknowledge the existence of war as they sought to minister to 
both friend and foe. Yet they have not shunned the battlefront, 
where they have served as ambulance drivers, stretcher bearers and 
medicos - in which tasks many of them have died. They have 
often been ridiculed, persecuted, imprisoned for their beliefs but it 
has never deterred them in their tasks.” 

There you have the pattern for Christian victory - refuse to 
acknowledge the power of war .. . . minister to friend and foe 
alike . . . . endure ridicule, persecution and imprisonment - even 
death - but achieve world-wide confidence - victory! 

You may protest that such a program would not have stop- 
ped Hitler. Oh yes, - it would have done something even greater - 
it would have preveated the coming of Hitler! It was the hatred, 
greed and blindness created by World War I which created Nazism. 

The path to victory is there - made clear by the steps of some 
who walk it in our day - in humility, lonely courage and distin- 
guished achievement. What a hopeful contrast to ‘‘popular’’ 
Christianity which could well be labeled ‘‘how to dodge the basic 
issues of the Christian gospel.” 


X-Ray and Foreeast 
ON-PARTISAN. You will note that we have added ‘‘non- 


partisan’’ to the ‘‘non-denominational’”’ in our masthead 
above. We should have done it a long time ago but as tong as 
we continued to get scolding letters from both Democrats and 
Republicans, - we never though it necessary! We have been guided, 
not by partisan thought but by the realization that education 
means unending progress, the widening and deepening of the 
powers of the common man. Christian education, as it has in- 
creasingly become introduced throughout the world, has enor- 
mously accelerated this process by the spiritual awakening of hu- 
(continued on next page) 


About Conscription 


Only statements favoring Uni- 
versal Military Training are ever 
allowed to reach the _ public 
through the usual news channels, 
—all statements and information 
from authoritative sources oppos- 
ing UMT are being suppressed as 
much as possible. Many Christian 
laymen are for UMT—many just 
as sincere and just as well in- 
formed are opposed. But because 
of the widespread propaganda use 
of all pro-UMT material and the 
suppression of the opposition, Be- 
tween The Lines continues to ful- 
fill its task of giving its readers 
a balanced view by reporting the 
authoritative information that is 
being so consistently ignored. 

The country has been flooded 
with statements of military men 
who approve the idea of the mili- 
tary taking over another large 
section of our national life 
through UMT. But not all mili- 
tary men agree. Gen. Merritt A. 
Edson, of the U. S. Marine Corps, 
winner of the Congressional Medal 
of Honor in World War II, stated 
on his retirement recently, 

“T am returning to civilian life 
because of the assumption of 
power by the military in Washing- 
ton. When we have reached the 
point when the military is direct- 
ing instead of supporting this 
country’s policy, we are far along 
the road to losing what this coun- 
try has stood for.” 


Another Angle 
Hanson Baldwin, military an- 
alyst for the N. Y. Times and 
highly regarded authority on mil- 
itary affairs, has openly accused 
the War Dept. spokesmen of 
falsifying our military situation 
to frighten the American people 
into supporting UMT. Mr. B. 
charges that this propaganda 
about how weak America is in 
a military way does more harm 
abroad than it does good at home. 
Mr. B. has stated in his N. Y. 
Times column, “The statements 
have been intended for domestic 
consumption as a part of a drive 
to secure the passage of Univer- 
sal Military Training and to im- 
press Congress with the need for 
more funds for the armed services. 
(continued on next page) 








About Conscription 
(continued) 
But unfortunately they are trans- 
lated abroad and, because of the 
official source of these statements, 
they are bound to make some in- 
ternational impression, 

“We are certainly not ‘weak’, 
absolutely or relatively, in either 
actual or potential military 
strength, this correspondent feeis 
certain after a nationwide tour. 
We have elements of weakness, 
but we also have great elements 
of strength. Potentially we are 
still—by virtue of our industry, 
our seapower, our airpower—the 
greatest military power in the 
world, far superior to Russia.” 

Mr. B. also said, “The War 
Dept. holds—and its official view 
is probably supported by a major- 
ity of Army officers—that univer- 
sal military training is a vita) 
part, in fact a cornerstone, of our 
national defense program. 

“Some few officers and outside 
critics are, however, emphatic in 
their opposition: they charge the 
(continued in third column this page) 





Enlightened Management 


(continued) 

failing to grant its own 110,000 
employees the general wage in- 
creases it demanded of business 
as the price of industrial peace, 
of failing to provide its own em- 
ployees with the sickness, acci- 
dent and disability benefits it 
demanded for its members. 

Mr. L. continued, “This country 
does not belong to labor. It does 
not belong to management. It 
belongs to the people. They have 
not deeded it to us for a private 
battleground.” 

So while big labor leaders grow] 
at Luckman, Wall St. starts call- 
ing him a “red’’! 

British Task 

Sir Stafford Cripps is another 
important figure who is labelea 
a Communist by some big business 
voices. Sir S. is a leading Labor- 
ite of the British Government who 
has been given the task of pulling 
England out of its economic near- 
collapse. 

The son of a peer and a knight, 
Cripps is a devout churchman and 
advocates the establishment of a 
classless society. Though he has 
agitated much against eapitalism 
and its works, he was himself a 
successful man under capitalism, 
earning fees totaling more than 
a hundred thousand dollars a year 
as King’s Counselor before he de- 
cided to give up his practice and 
give all his time to politics. 

But he always practiced what 
he preached; even when he was 
making big money at law, he 
gave away everything he made 
above that needed for the support 
of his family, and he has always 
lived simply and frugally. 

Cripps has possibly tackled an 
impossible task—but he is not a 
“Communist” as he is often called 
by certain voices in America. 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


manity. Curbs and set-backs to this slow awakening of man 
will come and go - but the trend has never ceased since the Sermon 
on the Mount. Extremes of the left or right, Socialist, Democrat 
or Republican, labor leaders or industrial monopolists, Communist 
dictators or robed hierarchy, - all are finally measured by the his- 
torical fact. Between The Lines has humbly and earnestly en- 
deavored to keep this measurement uppermost and will continue 
to do so. The extremist on both sides will continue to scold or 
worse - but that’s part of our task too! 


FFICIAL SUPPRESSION. Military discipline requires that 
military men must not make statements that reflect upon the 
words or judgment of their superiors. Thus Admiral Halsey 
retired before he told the world that the American Navy considered 
the dropping of the atomic bombs on Japanese cities unnecessary 
and unwarranted. The Navy position is that our sea forces had 
Japan in a completely helpless condition which could have easily 
been maintained until a full surrender was accomplished before 
American troops moved in, - a condition which made a fighting 
invasion unnecessary - and nullifies the frequently heard argument 
that the dropping of the A-bombs saved a million lives. Admiral 
Ellis M. Zacharias, who was in charge of naval intelligence in the 
Pacific, also retired and then backed Halsey’s report by speeches 
and by his book on Pacific warfare. Naturally those who were 
responsible for the atomic holocaust over Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
have tried to squash the Navy viewpoint, for many of them are 
yet in high places. 

NEW DEVELOPMENT. Now a significant situation has 
developed in which the War Dept. has established the policy 
of (1) scaring the daylights out of the American public about 
Russia to put over Universal Military Training, (2) soft-pedal- 
ing the facts about new weapons so the public won’t become too 
fearful of war and thus lose its enthusiasm for our national defense 
program. 

We deal with the conscription problem elsewhere in this 
issue, - although we might add here that another retired military 
man, Brig. Gen. H. C. Holdridge gave a very complete picture of 
the War Dept’s general propaganda tactics on conscription, etc., 
in the Christian Century of March 19th, 1947. 

NEW WEAPONS. On the matter of new mass destruction 
weapons, retired Rear Admiral Zacharias has provided the most 
thorough report which was originally published in a recent issue 
of the United Nations World, a privately financed magazine and 
not an official UN publication. The Associated Press released a 
brief resume of the article but few papers printed it. 

Exclusive of the atomic bomb, there are other weapons exist- 
ing today “that could wipe the last vestige of human, animal and 
vegetable life from the face of the earth,’ reported Zacharias. 


‘These weapons are being manufactured right now... . They are 
not an American monopoly,” he continued. He described the 
weapons as “‘shrouded in the closest military secrecy .... as of 
biological, bacteriological and climatological nature.’’ He stated 


further that the U. S. has an atom bomb 50 times more powerful 
than those dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 

Zacharias says that Russia is working on military applica- 
tions of cosmic rays and rocket development; Britain is specializing 
on guided missiles; the U. S. on biological weapons, ‘‘a germ 
proposition’’ to be sprayed from aircraft or rockets. ‘These mod- 
ern weapons bear only slight similarity to conventional arma- 
ments of the past, permit the waging of inter-continental and 
long-distance war to destroy life in enormous areas,’’ he said.. The 
lethal quality of the new weapons continues long after actual use 
and would spread over international boundaries and across oceans. 
Quarantine would be the only way to deal with areas thus at- 
tacked and continues Zacharias, ‘‘It might be a thousand years be- 
fore those blasted areas would again support life of any kind.”’ 

We believe real hope for peace lies in the fact that the mili- 
tary and their associates, - the huge industrial powers closely en- 
twined with this vast (and profitable) military program, - are 
not succeeding in keeping these facts from the public. 
of the nature of these mass secret weapons is spreading rapidly. 
If these few courageous retired military men who have access to 
the facts continue their efforts, we may see an awakening of the 
public mind. 


(continued on next page) 


Knowledge 


About Conscription 
(continued) 
War Dept. with ‘deception’ in in- 
sisting that universal military 
training is essential to security. 

“There are extremists on both 
sides of the argument, but any 
consideration of all the factors 
makes it plain that universal mili- 
tary training is a very dubious 
form of security, if, indeed, it 
offers any security at all, in this 
technological and industrial age. 

“Attack can come to the United 
States, and we can attack any 
enemy, only through the air or by 
sea. In the initial phases of any 
war of any nature using any 
weapons, what is of primary and 
fundamental importance is, there- 
fore, control of the air and the 
sea. Emphasis, therefore, should 
be on insular strategy as opposed 
to continental strategy, on air- 
sea strategy as opposed to mass 
Army strategy. 

“The cost of unfversal military 
training—direct and indirect— is 
likely to be so large as to starve 
—particularly in this essential era 
of economy in government—more 
important aspects of national de- 
fense—the diplomatic services; 
the Regular services which must 
be instantly ready; intelligence, 
research and development; the 
services’ school system; industrial 
mobilization etc. 

“Universal military training by 
its very size and cost may build 
up the shadow of security with- 
out its substance; there is grave 
danger we may create in our mil- 
itary psychology a Maginot Line 


concept. Air power, missiles, new 
weapons, sea power must have 
priority. 


“In this atomic age the military 
emphasis—if there is to be any 
degree of security—must be on 
Regular forces, highly trained, 
instantly ready, not on some mass 
army that may be ready many 
months after M-Day. As Maj. 
Gen. John S. Wood, wartime com- 
mander of the famous Fourth 
Armored Division, has put it, uni- 
versal military training, ‘will not 
produce a single unit ready to fight 
or a single fighting man for im- 
mediate use’.” 


Oh Yech! 

Our State Dept. diplomats very 
haughtily ignore any implication 
that the American oil corporations 
operating in the Near East have 
used our State Dept. to squeeze 
out Russia from participation in 
oil treasures which we are en- 
deavoring to monopolize and that 
lie right at Russia’s doorstep. Yet 
the United Press even got the 
following dispatch through and a 
few papers published it. Dated 
Oct. 22, the UP report said that 
“U. S. Ambassador George Allen 
arrived in Teheran today from 
Turkey and saw Iran’s premier 
Ghavam who reportedly was to 
hear the U. S. last word before 
reporting to the Parliament on 
his oil deals with the Russians.” 
(Russia was squeezed out.—Kd.) 


Awakening 

Roger Babson, famed economist, 
has done an about-face. It is 
significant also that the same top 
layer financial world that listened 
to his economic advice with bated 
breath is seemingly ignoring his 
“conversion” but here is Mr. B.’s 
new attitude as he has expressed 
it himself: “During my career, I 
have studied only profits, wages, 
bushels and tons. Friends, I fear 
there are too many other Ameri- 
can business men who are like 
me, forgetting the human values. 
This may explain why we do not 
understand the millions of wage 
workers whose only assets are 
their boys and girls. 

“Today I am trying to think 
of them and also of the millions 
of starving families in Europe who 
love their children just as much 
as I loved Michael.” 

These remarks were occasioned 
by the death of his 18 year old 
grandson who was drowned. Bab- 
son explained that he mentioned 
his grandson’s death “to apologize 
for my habit of discussing World 
War III in terms of money cost 
and property damage. 

“Heretofore, I have _ figured 
which is cheaper in dollars—to 
help Europe now or to fight now. 
I have not considered the millions 
of good boys who would be killed 
in another war. 

“Again I fear there are too 
many other business men—and 
perhaps labor leaders too—who 
are as ruthless as I have been in 
thinking too much of the dollars 
involved and not enough of the 
human lives. Anyhow, I am a 
changed man today.” 

If there is another war, Mr. 
Babson says, “We will be told 
that it is a fight for ‘democracy 
against dictatorship.’ But since 
losing Michael, I have been won- 
dering if there is not a more 
underlying reason. 

“May not property, stocks, 
profits and wages be one reason 
for the struggle between America 
and Europe? 

“If we would be willing to sac- 
rifice some of our wealth—in a 
big way—perhaps Russia would 
have to call off her gangster 
methods. This does not mean 
that we would pay tribute, as a 
cowardly nation, to Europe, but 
it would be licking these dictators 
by giving up our luxuries for a 
while in order to raise the stand- 
ard of living abroad..... 

“Before losing my grandson, I 
was all for fighting now and 
‘cleaning Russia up’; but today I 
think there may be a better way. 
Besides, do wars ever settle great 
issues? Do we ever gain any- 
thing by hate and destruction?” 
Mr. B. went on to say many 
things that reveal that he a man 
who knows the economic world as 
few do—has become convinced 
that greed and selfishness, ramp- 
ant in America as well as else- 
where, is our problem and that the 
menace of communism is a prod- 
uct of greed and selfishness. 


HOW TO SPEND THANKSGIVING 
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If you want to make this Thanksgiving the most joyous one you have 
known, do not spend it stuffing yourself to the point where it takes two 


days to get over it! Take your family to a Thanksgiving service of 
worship in the morning, eat a sufficent but frugal meal, mindful of the 
millions who are yet starving, then thrill the youngsters in your family 
circle by taking them on a long hike through the woods or fields. Help 
your family te see how beautiful God has made the world and how 
happily men should live in it. Then, walking home in the glory of the 
fading day, lift your heart in a pledge that from now on you will live 
to build peace in the world and in the hearts of men. If enough of us 
did that this Thanksgiving. something would happen in the soul of 
America that would be felt from the smallest village to the capitals of 
the world. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


But what about Russia? Every one who has reported on 
Russia recently - military and civilians alike - report that the 
Russian people are also fearful of war and desperate for peace. 
It is only in the mad hysterical Communist party revolutionary 
propaganda that the military note prevails. But the Soviet leaders 
cannot fight without the Russian people. There is abundant and 
irrefutable evidence that there are ways that the peaceful thought 
and intent of the American people can be projected through and 
over the iron curtain to the Russian people. If that is done, war 
becomes impossible! 

We could do it if we spent one tenth of the money and energy 
on a democratic idea-penetration of Russia through modern propa- 
ganda means as we spend on weapons. But note how the spokes- 
men in Congress for the military-industrial groups have killed or 
crippled such efforts wherever they could in the interests of 
economy! 


HANGING PATTERNS. The American people have been 

getting a somewhat deceptive picture concerning recent trends 

in England in which the Conservatives have been favored over the 

London Laborite Government . . . in the same manner that the 

majority of reports and interpretations of the de Gaulle ascendancy 

in France has been twisted to fit the pattern preferred by the 
economic forces in control of most of American life. 

The usual interpretation in our press and on the air has been 
that France and England have been controlled by ‘Socialist crack- 
pots and Communists’ who are now getting kicked out; that 
the good old capitalist conservatives are coming back and will 
soon return things to ‘‘normal’’ . . . this normalcy in reality con- 
sisting of the right for inherited wealth to return to its place of 
power, luxury and domination of economic and social life. 

(continued on next page) 


Union Co-ops 

The United Auto Workers’ plan 
to beat the high cost of living 
by funnelling its huge purchasing 
power into co-operative market- 
ing will undoubtedly have wide- 
spread repercussions. It will give 
the co-operative movement an 
important shove forward, and it 
is probable that the idea will be 
taken up by other unions. 

Recently the Highland Park 
local of the UAW spent $1700. on 
groceries at wholesale, and four 
thousand shoppers lined up at the 
union hall the following day to 
buy them—at a saving of from 
10 to 20 per cent. Three days 
later, 13 other locals had started 
machinery to do the same thing. 
Now more than 21 locals are buy- 
ing and selling groceries  co- 
operatively. In a recent week, 
UAW sales exceeded, $50,000. 

The educational director of the 
UAW reports that retailers have 
put pressure on wholesalers in an 
effort to keep them from supply- 
ing the unions, but the supplies 
came through just the same. But 
the UAW now plans to undertake 
centralized purchasing to guaran- 
tee good quality and good prices. 

So far, this is simply collective 
buying at a saving,—and not the 
real co-operative principle which 
is expected to follow. 

The UAW is working in collab- 
oration with other community 
groups, such as churches, veter- 
ans and consumer organizations, 
postal workers and some AFL 
groups, to raise money for two 
important undertakings,—a co- 
operative warehouse for wholesale 
buying, and a big co-operative re- 
tail store. These projects would 
handle not only food but clothes, 
and household appliances. 

The plan is to sell shares in the 
co-operative venture at $20. each 
with one vote per member, irre- 
spective of the number of shares 
held. The goal is to raise $100,- 
000. for this undertaking. But 
the UAW leaders say that their 
big hurdle isn’t financing,—they 
can get the money. The big 
problem will be getting supplies, 
and they anticipate buying in car- 
load rather than case lots and in 
dealing directly with the Farmers 
Union for poultry, eggs, butter 
and other produce. 


Election Funds 
Considerable agitation has been 
caused by the AFL and CIO an- 
nouncements that they are going 
to raise over 2 million dollars each 
to influence coming elections. 
The National Manufacturers As- 
sociation is planning to spend 2 
million dollars in the same period 
to influence public opinion, For 
many generations it has been ac- 
cepted that the representatives of 
wealth might spend large sums to 
influence the trend of democracy. 
Now for the first. time labor will 
match dollars with business lead- 
ers in this activity. 
So we are entering a new era. 
All the fuming and bad tempers 
(continued on next page) 





Election Funds 
(continued) 

with which these facts are greeted 
will not change the situation. As 
the common people and the work- 
ing class rise to a greater expres- 
sion of their desires for the future, 
everything will depend upon the 
quality of character prevailing in 
these new movements. Not one 
of us who read these lines can 
escape the responsibility of having 
part in shaping the spiritual na- 
ture of these forces. The time 
should come within a few years 
when both big business and big 
labor will see that what is best 
for all is best for each—and with 
a united program of good will, no 
money would need to be spent to 
“influence opinion.” The friend- 
ly and wholesome co-operation of 
labor and management in Sweden 
today gives evidence of this. 


Hidden Wealth 

We have often referred to the 
luxurious living of European aris- 
tocracy while their own people 
starve and freeze just outside 
lavish estates and resorts. That 
isn’t half of it, as the American 
people will soon find out,—unless 
the information continues to be 
soft-pedaled. These dissipated 
aristocratic loafers have billions 
of dollars (estimated at 26 billion 
dollars) hidden in American in- 
vestments and are unwilling to 
offer any of their hoard to be used 
to help their own people. Some 
Congressmen are finally daring to 
ask why the American people 
should be burdened with the sup- 
port of the 24 billion dollar Mar- 
shall plan when the First Feudal 
Families of Europe, who are living 
in wasteful luxury, have more 
than that much hidden away in 
America. The reason this is such 
a tender subject is because these 
investments are closely tied in 
with the whole structure of Amer- 
ican finance. 


Price-Fixing 
Federal Courts in Cleveland re- 


cently imposed maximum fines 
totalling $40,000 against six Am- 
erican ball bearing companies in 
a suit under the anti-trust laws 
charging monopolistic practices, a 
conspiracy to fix prices on ball 
bearings and restraint of trade. 
The corporations, each of which 
pleaded nolo contendere and re- 
ceived the maximum fines, were: 
General Motors Corp., Detroit; 
SKF Industries, Inc., Philadelphia; 
Marlin-Rockwell Corp., James- 
town, N. Y.; Fafnir Bearing Co., 
New Britain, Conn; The Federal 
Bearings Co., Inc., Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y.; Norma-Hoffman Bearings 
Corp., Stamford, Conn. 
Spokesmen for the Dept. of Jus- 
tice pointed out: “This case, which 
involved price-fixing arrange- 
ments by companies producing 
about 95 per cent of the ball bear- 
ings manufactured in the U. S., 
has resulted in terminating the 
illegal price-fixing arrangements. 
It is noted that present prices of 
(continued in third column this page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (ontinued ) 


Here are the outstanding facts that refute the above,—facts that 
the American people need to know: (1) The war-weary people of 
both England and France voted for Socialist programs two and 
a half years ago because the Conservative groups —- such as 
Churchill in England—had practically nothing to offer in the 
way of a progressive postwar outlook for the common people. 
The Socialists had a program that offered at least something—and 
the people chose something instead of nothing. 

(2) But the industrial systems of both France and England 
were worn out by the ordeal of war plus the fact that the owner- 
ship class had consistently refused to modernize or even properly 
maintain their industrial holdings as long as they could continue 
to squeeze out the profits. Thus no political group—tberal or 
conservative—could perform the miracle the people hoped for. . 
a return to normal conditions of food, shelter, fuel out of the 
worn-out industrial systems and the enormous impoverishment of 
war. 

(3) The French Socialists have been compelled to co- 
operate with the powerful Communist groups to make any progress 
whatever and this increasing Communist pressure has made many 
independent-spirited Frenchmen swing to de Gaulle to balance 
the scales, even though he is distasteful to them. But few Ameri- 
cans realize that de Gaulle’s program, while strongly rightist in 
contrast to the Communists, is still, in reality, Socialist. As we 
said in our last issue—de Gaulle follows close to Peron of 
Argentina with a Fascist-Socialist set-up where the state controls 
all the industrial processes of the country. 

(4) In England the Laborites, facing a situation that made 
any prompt return to the pre-war living condition utterly im- 
possible, promised far too much... and couldn’t deliver. The 
Laborites have also committed many bureaucratic blunders. As 
the extremes of labor leadership brought on the conservative swing 
in America, so the extreme headstrong policies of some of the Labor 
leaders in England have antagonized the public. 

(5) But the Conservatives have already accepted many of 
the Laborite reforms—a fact seldom reported in America. National- 
ization of fuel, basic raw materials, banking, utilities (which is 
labeled rank communism by conservatives in America) has been 
for the most part endorsed by the British Tories. They will likely 
not carry the nationalization program as far nor do it as rapidly 
as the Laborites, but they have recognized its necessity in the 
country’s economy. 

The Laborites’ trend is toward more bureaucratic controls 
on a foundation of nationalizational or socialization of the basic 
economy. ‘The Tories demand a great reduction of bureaucratic 
controls —- more free enterprise — but also on a foundation of 
nationalization or socialization of the basic economy. Both pro- 
grams Tory as well as Laborite — would be labeled Socialist 
in America. So, if the Tories should ever really return to power, 
the basic reforms of the past two and a half years would stick, 
— just as the Republican victory in America has touched few 
of the fundamental Roosevelt reforms. 


DEA WEAPONS. We mentioned above that we could suc- 
cessfully penetrate the iron curtain of Russian with demo- 
cratic concepts and ideals if we would spend one tenth the money 
on that which we spend on war reparations. But there is not the 
profit to be made in broadcasting, releasing large quantities of 
democratic printed materials through underground groups - and 
other forms of idea penetration - as there is in the manufacture of 
planes, weapons, ships and uniforms. So it has been difficult to 
keep such programs going. 

But it is encouraging to learn that Military Governor General 
Lucius Clay has taken things into his own hands in Germany and 
has started a U. S. Army propaganda program to combat the 
spread of communism in Germany and Russian-held territories. 
The conflict with communism is a conflict of ideas and Gen. Clay’s 
day and night short wave bombardment of ideas and news over 
the iron curtain is the only way we can really come to grips with 
bolshevism, - providing we back such a program by attaining real 
economic democracy on our side of the barrier. Actually this is 
an adaptation of the Communists’ own best weapon - boring from 
within with ideas, - which has created such hysterical fear in the 
same Congress that has refused to support such efforts on our 
own side. 


Price Fixing 
(continued) 
all bearings do not compare un- 
favorably with pre-war prices. 
The public interest demands that 
prices be determined by competi- 
tion, not by collusion.” Very little 
mention of this verdict appeared 
in the press or on the air. 


Progress in Guaiemala 

All of Central and South Amer- 
ica is being influenced by the 
progressive democratic program 
of Guatemala’s young President 
Arevalo. Because the three year 
old democratic regime has refused 
to bow the knee to the old and 
powerful Catholic aristocracy, 
smear campaigns have been car- 
ried on against the present Guate- 
malan government’ throughout 
North America and even to the 
extent that much American tour- 
ist trade was cut off last summer 
because many had been lead to 
believe that a Communist yovern- 
ment was installed in Guatemala 
City. To the contrary, although 
calling himself a “Christian Soc- 
ialist,’ Arevalo has vigorously 
opposed the Communists as much 
as he has the Fascists and Nazis 
who tried to make inroads, 

When the 14 year old Ubico 
dictatorship was overthrown, one 
of the first of the old Guatemalan 
feudal institutions to feel the axe, 
according to Worldover Press re- 
ports, was forced labor on the 
coffee plantations. Of the working 
population of Guatemala, 90 per 
cent is engaged in agriculture. The 
further improving of rural life is 
therefore vital, and part of the 
new program is land distribution, 
co-operative promotion, rural 
schools, cultural missions modeled 
after Mexico’s, and a much higher 
budget for improving and diversi- 
fying agriculture. A special effort 
is being made to include Indian 
communities in the progress, 

A new progressive labor code, 
modeled somewhat on Mexican 
law and experience (for Mexico 
was about the first Latin Ameri- 
can country to break with the 
church-dominated feudal aristoc- 
racy), includes both rural and 
urban workers. A new social 
security law has been worked out 
with the help of technicians from 
several other countries. The bank- 
ing and financial system has been 
reorganized, and a young enthu- 
siastic Harvard-trained economist 
now directs it as an aid to diver- 
sifying agriculture and industrial- 
izing the nation. Democratic pol- 
itical practices have reached down 
into departments and municipios 
into which Guatemala is divided. 
Free elections have now been held 
in the local political units for the 
first time in history. 

Internal enemies of the new re- 
gime work constantly to discredit 
it at home and abroad. Last year 
they tried to organize a mass pro- 
test against the government, with 
the blessing of the archbishop. It 
was countered by a labor demon- 
stration of larger size. 





